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used medically, were of great value in the alleviation of
pain; but the danger of abuse was great, especially after the
improvement of the hypodermic syringe by Dr. Alexander
Wood in 1853. Since the alkaloids of poppy or coca contain
strong doses in minute form, the possibilities of a huge
profit from an illicit trade have been enhanced. Drug
addicts will give anything to get hold of it, and it can be
supplied surreptitiously in ways that are difficult to detect.
Readers of crime fiction will recall how often this theme
enters into the plot.
Thus the economics of opium are overshadowed by the
ethics of it. The British record is not without reproach.
But it is at least doubtful whether 'the pressure of the dealers
in opium has done, in the aggregate, more damage to their
consumers than that of the liquor interest in the Mother
Country. To-day in India more public disorder is caused
by drunkards than by opium smokers,, and the social inter-
course of Europeans alike in India and the Tropical Colonies
is made expensive by the tyranny of standing rounds of
drinks. If we deny to the Chinese of Singapore their pipe
of opium, we should be consistent and put an end to the
compulsions of the club-room and bungalow.